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This book is written for those who ar& 
bereaved, as well as for those who may, for 
other reasons, desire to study the subject of 
recognition. It is the development of a 
sermon, preached some time since, upon the 
theme to which it refers. The writer 
wfehes to acknowledge his obligations to 
the essay of Mr. Lister upon this same sub- 
ject, of which they who are familiar with 
it will be reminded, as they read some of 
the arguments that are brought forward. 
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'fHE QirfifeTION AKD 'THE iiOl>E OF ARGUMENT. 

Shall we meet and know one another 
hereafter ? How often this question is ask- 
ed ! And how important is the reply for 
US who are so often called upon to unclasp 
our arras from around those we love, and 
to see their dear forms laid out of our sight 
in the cold grave! For, as we see the 
earth fall upon the coflBn of a parent whose 
loving care runs through the memories of 
all the past ; or upon that of a child, whose 
death ended so many joys and blighted so 
many hopes ; or upon that of a wife or 
husband, who in the nearness of that re- 
lationship had become, more than in name, 
one with ourselves ; or upon that of a sis- 
ter, or brother, or friend, whose society had 
sweetened happy hours and cheered despbn- 
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dent ones ; and when we return to our lone- 
ly homes and look over little souvenirs of 
the departed, or ' think of the treasures 
lying under the snow of Winter or the grass 
of Summer, then does this one question 
rise supreme in our hearts, and we long for 
a reply. There are few, if any, who have 
not framed it, and if thoughts could be read 
by man, as they are by Him " unto whom 
all hearts are open," we should see this 
inquiry rising each day in the breast of many 
a man in the midst of busiest scenes, and in 
that of many a woman in her quiet home. 

Generally, recognition is expected by 
Christians, but too frequently merely be- 
cause they feel that it rnvst be. If we ask 
upon what they base their anticipation,, 
they will reply with assertions as to what is 
right, and accordant with the goodness of 
God, or with references to passages of the 
Bible which, they think, bear upon the 
matter and sanction the conclusions which 
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they draw from these other considera- 
tions. 

All this, however, is not satisfactory. It 
is of the nature of conjecture. When we 
push keen and strict inquiries, then must 
such persons admit that, after all, their 
hope is based upon what is not proven nor 
certain; that, at least to a great extent, 
" the wish is father to the thought." And, 
probably, this is felt by them in hours 
when they are disposed to closer reasoning. 
When they soberly reflect, or when some 
severe bereavement leads them to demand 
assurance regarding the question, then do 
they find out that, as was said, they are 
resting upon conjectures that may be, after 
all, delusive. The only thing that will give 
the comfort we need and that has the value 
we require, is certainty. 

But can we have this certainty ? It is to 
reply t6 this that this little volume has 
been composed. 
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10 DOCTBIlTE OP RECOQmtlON 

The writeif has long be^ti so fully con- 
vinced by the considerations which are to 
be adduced, that the doctrine of recognition 
in the future and eternal state is taught 
by the Holy Scriptures, that he wishes 
to lay them before others, in the hope that 
some may find satisfaction and comfort 
in them. He hopes to show that this an- 
ticipation is clearly warranted by many 
things expressed and implied in the word 
.of God. For he believes that it runs 
through the Bible, is assumed in every part, 
can be read " between the lines" in all its 
pages. And, beyond this constant impli- 
cation of the doctrine, he believes he can 
show direct assertions o| its truth, and even 
instances of an inspired Apostle anticipat- 
ing its realization for his own comfort and 
encouragement. 

The argument is confined to the Bible. 
There is no other argument worth any thing. 
Strong probabilities can be shown by pro- 
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cesse of reasoning; yet probabilities are 
only the embodiment of our own hopes, and 
they do not meet the cravings of the af- 
flicted heart. Nothing can satisfy but the 
utterances of the Word of God, because 
from no other source have we information 
of any thing beyond the moment of disso- 
lution. Christ's Gospel, and it alone, 
"brought life and immortality to light," 
and it alone reveals aught of what these 
are and contain. 

There are other books upon this subject, 
the writer is aware. But he does not know 
of any that is adapted to popular use, or of 
sufficient brevity, or which, if so adapted, 
is a truly discriminating argument from the 
Scriptures. They are all, more or less, as far 
as he is acquainted with them, but systematic 
expressions of the reasoning generally used 
by Christians, that is, a priori arguments as 
to what must be or ought to be, or contain 
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12 DOCTRINE OF RECOGNITION 

many mistaken interpretations of the Bible 
and strained inferences from its language. 

In these pages the writer assumes two 
things : Firsts that the Word of God is to 
be taken as it reads, and can be trusted for 
a literal acceptation of its statements. If 
it can not be so relied upon in all places, 
then it is diflScalt to see what value it has 
in any passage ; for, who can say where the 
line is to be drawn ? Any other treatment 
may lead to the inquiry as to how far we 
can rest literally upon its promises, whether 
of providence or of salvation. 

Secondly^ the writer assumes that, hav- 
ing so interpreted the Bible, its authority 
is final and its utterances are unerring. 

If any deny either of these positions, he 
has now no controversy with them, and 
can not expect that they will value the 
work nor rest upon its conclusions. But 
he has written for those who accept the 
Scriptures, and accept them all. To such as 
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they, would he endeavor to show that they 
are warranted in expecting to meet, to re- 
cognize, and to associate with their loved 
ones in the life of glory in " a world with- 
out end." 

The argument does not claim to be ex- 
haustive, as regards the texts quoted, or the 
development of considerations that are ad- 
duced. The reader who will search the pages 
of the Bible to this end, may meet with 
much more that casts light upon the theme, 
but which is not sufficiently direct in 
its bearings for the purposes of this volume. 

To those who are familiar with the mil- 
lenarian scheme, and the doctrine of the 
first and second resurrections, the writer 
would say that he has not referred to points 
connected therewith, for the sake of avoid- 
ing complications and details. He has 
sought to use language that does not ex- 
clude those truths, while the modifications 
they imply are not expressly developed. 
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BECOGNinON PREDICTED AS TO THE PATRI- 
ABCH8, PROPHETS, AND APOSTLES. 

It is proposed to make this argument 
cumulative in its nature, and to seek to 
advance by progressive steps, vrhere each 
confirms its predecessor. In so doing, it is 
felt that the reasoning must be chiefly based 
upon prinoiples which are revealed in the 
Bible, rather than upon single statements 
or passages. This former mode of proof 
is the stronger with regard to any point of 
revelation. With respect to the Trinity or 
the Incarnation, the chief evidence of these 
is the fact that they underlie the Bible 
language and run through it, as a constant 
assumption. Upon this we base our belief, 
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rather than upon a few te^tta that may b© 
disputed or evaporated. 

In the same way, the doctrine of which 
we are treating is to h^ found rather in 
certain assumed principles, than in definite 
and positive texts, although the latter are 
not wanting. It is because the effort to 
find it has not been hitherto pursued in 
this manner, that the result has been so 
generally in vain, as far as any effect upon 
the Church is concerned. 

But, to return, we begin with a pre- 
fatory argument found in the following 
utterances of the Lord Jesus. On the oc- 
casion of the healing of the Centurion's ser- 
vant. He said, "I say unto you, That many 
shall come from the east and from the 
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
heaven." (Matthew 8 : 11.) When He 
reproved the Jews for finding fault with 
Him for having healed the woman with " a 
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16 DOCTRINE OF BECOQNITION 

spirit of infirmity," on the Sabbath-day, 
He said, " There shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the Pro- 
phets in the kingdom of Grod, and you 
yourselves thrust out." (Luke 13 : 28.) 

Again, we read in Matthew 19 : 28, 
" Verily, I say unto you, That ye which 
shall have followed me, in the regenera- 
tion, when the Son of Man shall sit in the 
throne of His glory, ye shall also sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel." In Luke 22 : 28-30, " Ye 
are they which have continued with me 
in my temptations. And I appoint unto 
you a kingdom, as my Father hath ap- 
pointed unto me; that ye may eat and 
drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit 
on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel." 

Now, we do not mean to claim any 
especial exegesis or interpretation for any 
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of these texts, nor dwell upon any teaching, 
that they possess. But, if they mean any 
thing, to be intelligible they must imply 
recognition as regards the Patriarchs and 
Prophets and Apostles. For, 

It is directly implied that they will 
know another. 

It is as clearly necessaiy to the sense 
that the Patriarchs and Prophets be known 
to those who shall " sit down with" them. 
Otherwise, wherein will consist the privi- 
lege or reward that is promised ? 

It is as certain that the rejected Jews 
shall recognize these Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, for this is to constitute the punish- 
ment of exclusion from their company. 

As to the Apostles, they must be recog- 
nized by those whom they are to '' judge," 
or else the reason of their being placed in^ 
that position, whatever its nature, will not 
be known, and the honor will be valueless. 

Of course, the reverse is implied — that 
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18 DOCTRINE OF RECOGNITION 

the Old Testament worthies will know 
those with whom they will "sit down," 
and that the Apostles will know and recog- 
nize, as " the twelve tribes of Israel," those 
whom they will rule. 

Now, is it probable that, with these recog- 
nitions, there will be lacking the only one 
remaining, that of those who " sit down," 
and of those who are " judged," as rega/rda 
one another f Surely, there is here raised 
a probability that amounts almost to an 
assurance. 

But, however this may be, these texts 
assert the recognition in the future state of 
glory, as regards the Patriarchs, Prophets, 
and Apostles. This shows it a fact, sofa/Tj 
and reveals the possibility of it as a uni- 
versal fact. 

• From our progress to this point, we may 
draw an inference which is of no slight 
importance, namely, 

One objection brought, or difficulty 
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raised, to the doctrine we are considering^ 
is that, in that eternal state of glory, we 
shall be so changed in appearance that we 
can not know another. This is based npon 
the impression that the resurrection body 
will be so different from this one that we 
might never be able to recognize our near- 
est and dearest by their forms. Yet, do 
not the texts that have been quoted seem 
to indicate that this is not so, but, that^ 
whatever be the change in our appearance 
when endued with eteraal bodies, it will 
not be such as to render men indistinguish- 
able to those who will have known them on 
earth ? 

But we must not press these inferences- 
farther at present. There may be those 
who admit that the texts imply that 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the. 
Prophets and the Apostles, as well as other 
great saints of both Testaments, may be 
recognized by those who shall " sit down 
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with them," who will yet reply, There is 
reason why this should be the case with 
them, but the inference is by no means 
strong enough to aflEord us comfort tliat it 
will be the same with such as we. To this 
they will add, as a second objection, that 
these eminent men are to be recognized 
does not prove that it will be by their ap- 
pearance. It may be by some other me- 
thod of identification, which will not give 
us any means of knowing our friends. 

Therefore, to meet these valid objec- 
tions, we argue no more from these pas- 
sages, but pass to a more direct and funda- 
mental train of reasoning from the Scrip- 
tures ; merely repeating that, so far, we have 
seen from the passages quoted, that recog- 
nition, in some way, is predicted as re- 
gards not a small number of persons, and 
that this shows it is not an impossible 
thing^ as regards those who share their 
glory. The fact of its being true to that 
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extent is proven, and npon this alone could 
we have a reasonable confidence that it 
will be true of all the redeemed. 
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III. 

ASSOCIATION OF THE EEDEEMED IN THE 
ETEENAL LIFE. 

There is one principle running through 
the entire Scriptures, wherever the future 
glory is referred to, which is, that they 
who are thought worthy to attain thereto, 
will associate together. What is meant 
hereby is that, in that future, there will be 
companionship or social intercourse, and that 
in this will consist largely the joy of eter- 
nity. We are not told that we shall there 
be a number of isolated individuals, having 
nothing to do with one another, but that 
we shall form a company who make one 
another happy, join in praises and in plea- 
sures, and share one another's rejoicings. 
This is the basis, and constitutes the entire 
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sense, of many more passages than can liere 
be quoted, for we would have to give near- 
ly all those which speak of the reward of 
the redeemed, since every reference to its 
happiness implies necessarily, or expresses 
clearly, the idea of association. But we 
may select a few. 

The texts quoted regarding the Patri- 
archs and Prophets imply this point before 
us. To " sit down with" them is a refe- 
rence to the idea of feasting. That is, the 
Saviour spoke in this way of the future 
glory of the faithful, and we may draw 
from such a comparison the strongest of 
inferences as to the fact that social joy, the 
intercourse of the redeemed, will be the 
great feature of their eternal rest. 

But we pass to another class of texts, 
bearing more directly upon us and the 
present dispensation. 

" In my Father's house are many man- 
sions : if it were not so, I would have told 
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you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself y 
that where I am, there ye may be also." 
(John 14 : 2, 3.) 

"We shall be caught up ... to meet 
the Lord in the air : and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord." (1 Thess. 4 : 17.) 

" These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple : and he that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them. They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more ; neither shall the sun light on theniy 
nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters : and God shall wipe away all teara 
from their eyes." (Rev. 7 : 4, 17.) 
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" And He saith unto me, Write, Blessed 
are they which are called unto the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb." (Rev. 19 : 9.) 

To these we might add the whole of the 
closing part of the book of the Revelation, 
wherein the eternal state of the redeemed 
is dwelt upon, as " the new Jerusalem," 
and their joys and glories are described ; 
but it is not necessary to quote passages so 
familiar. 

These bring before us the fellowship of 
the redeemed in a peculiar way, as that of 
their rejoicing union around a hef^oved 
Samour. Now, they will know Him ; that 
is evident. They will know Him as the One 
whom they trusted, and whose name will 
be connected with certain happy memories 
of earth. And He will know them, of 
course. Can we imagine that it was not 
intended that we should he allowed to infer 
that they will hnow one another f 

For this, is the natural inference from 
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the whole principle of which we are speak- 
ing, that of companionship in glory. We 
may have often thought upon this fact, and 
may have accepted it as something to be 
confidently anticipated. We may have 
looked forward to it with eagerness and 
dreamed of it with delight. But we may 
have failed to see, some of us, that it im- 
plies almost, as a necessity, the other bless- 
ed truth^ that of recognition. We can not 
imagine any such companionship that is 
real, and permanent, and full of joyful 
intercourse, wherein recognition does not 
ensue among those who will have loved 
each other in this life. This is essential to it. 
We now lay aside all question of recogni- 
tion by a/ppea/rcmce^ and may allow that, in 
the glorified body, there will be no resem- 
blance to the forms we wear at present. 
With all this difference placed as high as 
any may wish or fear, yet we are constrain- 
ed to grant that persons meeting, and hold- 
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ing fellowship hereafter, who have known 
each other on earth, will, in some way, find 
each other out, and possess all the joy of 
association under such circumstances. In 
some way, the chord of sympathy and of re- 
cognition will be struck. In some way, the 
lapse of time would bring it about — unless 
the past is to he all a hlcmh to the glorified. 
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IV. 

BEMEMBBANOE AT THE TIME OF JUDGMENT. 

Unless the past is to he all a lla/nh! 
Here we reach the main difficulty of the 
question at issue. For, we may be told 
that our fellowship may be close and ever- 
lasting, our forms similar to those Ve now 
wear, and yet that, unless we know that we 
shall remember the scenes and events of 
this life, we can not expect recognition. 
Without such remembrance, dearest of 
friends might associate for ages, and never 
be aware of their common ties and of their 
past affection. 

But, if that remembrance is to exist, 
then we can not doubt that recognition 
will occur ; for, no matter how much their 
outward aspects may be altered, they who 
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wish to find others whom they had loved, 
will soon do so by common memories, if 
they are to be together, which, we have seen, 
is a revealed truth. 

That there will exist, in the hereafter of 
eternal life, recollection of the events of 
earth is implied of necessity in the texts pre- 
viously quoted, which speak of the identifica- 
tion of the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apos- 
tles. Whatever else those passages may mean, 
they mq§n nothing, unless they imply that 
they who see them will know who they are. 
For, unless they who enjoy their pre- 
sence remember the history of God's 
dealings, and the part that these men play- 
ed therein, unless they can recall the works 
and deeds which made the latter what 
they are, of what value will it be to share 
their company ? To find any pleasure in 
being with Abraham or John, means to 
know Abraham and John to be certain 
persons, who did certain well-remembered 
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things. Bat if there is to be memory to 
that extent which enables the redeemed to 
enjoy the company of these saints, what 
reason is there to question that the same 
power of recollection will extend to the 
other events and facts of this life ? 

But we are not left here to mere deduc- 
tion, however strong its probability. We 
pass out of the region of inference to that 
of clear and constant teaching, when we 
deal with this question of remembrance of 
this world, in the one to come. 

The "Word of God is full of — it. is based 
upon, the doctrine of rewa/rds and punish- 
ment in the hereafter. If it was written to 
teach any thing, it was to warn and exhort 
us regarding the import of the decision to 
be made regarding our eternal lot, at the 
time of judgment. This need not be 
argued. Yet let lis select some texts whicli 
express this clearly and under certain as- 
pects. 
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In the Old Testament we read such 
passages as these : " These things hast thou 
done, and I kept silence; thou thought- 
est that I was altogether such an one as thy- 
self : but I will reprove thee, and ,set them 
in order before thine eyes." (Ps. 50 : 21.) 

" God shall bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every secret thing, whether it 
be good or whether it be evil." (Eccle- 
siastes 12 : 14.) 

But let us pass to the New Testament. 

" Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, etc. . . For I was an hungered, and 
ye gave me meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink : I was a stranger, and ye took me 
in, etc. . . ." " Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it imto me." 

" Then shall he say unto them on his left 
hand. Depart from me, ye cursed . . . For 
I was an hungered, and ye gave me no 
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meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no 
drink, etc. . ." " Inasmuch as ye did it not 
unto one of the least of these, ye did it not 
to me." (Matt. 25 : 34r-45, passim) 

"But I say unto you, That every idle 
word that men speak, they shall give ac- 
count thereof in the day of judgment." 
(Matt. 12 : 36.) 

" For we must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ ; that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in his body, accord- 
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad." (2 Cor. 5 : 10.) 

" Who will render unto every man ac- 
cording to his deeds : to them who, by 
patient continuance in well-doing, seek for 
glory and honor and immortality, eternal 
life : but unto them that are contentious 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unright- 
eousness, indignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and anguish. . . . For as many as have . 
sinned without law shall also perish with- 
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out law : and as many as have sinned in 
the law shall be judged by the law." (Ro- 
mans 2 : 6-12.) 
I Such passages as these could be multi- 

I plied almost without limit, as the reader is 
' aware. But these suffice to show that of 
which we are now in search. 

The decision of our etemallot is, accord- 
ing to these texts, said to be based upon 
the conduct of men in this life. But 
what point or significance will there be in 
j judging in that way, unless the persons 
I concerned can remember their conduct in 
i this life f What relevancy or import will 
I it have to those who " did it unto the least 
! of one of these" to be told that they were 
j therefore rewarded, if they shall have no 
remembrance when or where they ever fed 
or clothed the poorer disciples of their 
Lord ? What will it mean to those who are 
to be then condemned, to be told it is be- 
cause of their not having acted in this man- 
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ner, if they liave no memory of ever having 
refused to aid the needy ? In the former 
case, the reward would seem unmerited; 
in the latter, the sentence be a blank injus- 
tice. We can not too strongly impress this 
point, with reference to other objects than 
that now in view, that memory of the 
events of this life is essential to the doctrine 
of rewards and punishments. 

Accordingly, we find remembrance prac- 
tically asserted as in full exercise, in every 
text that tells of judgment. But we can for- 
tify this position by merely pointing to the 
text above quoted which says, that men shall 
give account " for every idle word." How- 
ever nmch the sense of this passage may be 
attenuated, there must always be left, as its 
basis, the idea of a full and detailed recol- 
lection, going into particulars, and embrac- 
ing more than the chief events of life. 
Nothing absolutely passes from memory, 
although we may be at times unable to re- 
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call it. This is shown by frequent exem- 
plification ; and, just as in the moment of 
drowning, men tell us that all their careers 
flash past in a second, thus, with greater 
vividness and completeness, are we told, shall 
all our earthly lives pass before us in the 
judgment, each little event coming out from 
its long-forgotten place of concealment. 

All this, regarding the completeness of 
memory in the Day of Judgment, bears, of 
course, upon those with whom we are now 
concerned, the redeemed, as well as upon 
the rejected. We see that, by necessity 
we are constrained to believe, and by asser- 
tion led to expect, that they who shall then 
hear but words of welcome, and fte told to 
" enter into the joy of the Lord," will re- 
call clearly all their lives on earth up to the 
hour of their deaths, or else they would 
^ never know why God, of His grace, had 
uttered so blessed a decision regarding 
them. 
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But does this remembrance on the part of 
the glorified go heyond the inoment of iheir 
admiasion to thei/r eternal inherita/ncef 
We may be asked : why may we not fear 
lest that power of recollection be only 
awakened for the purposes of judgment, 
and lest, when that event is over, they who 
shall, by its glad determination, be brought 
together in life everlasting, relapse again 
into forgetf ulness of the life that now is ? 
This question has serious weight to many, 
and we propose to meet it. 
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V. 

REMEMBRANCE IN THE ETERNAL LIFE. 

The doctrine of rewards for the justified 
in the eternal life is one of the most clear 
and most precious in the Bible. It should 
never be forgotten. It is referred to, again 
and again, as a stimulus to exertion and to 
devotion. But it must not be confused with 
that of the salvation of the justified. This 
is the cause of many ignoring it, who rightly 
hold that the latter is not a reward, that 
eternal life is the " gift of God," yet fail to 
discriminate in the language of inspiration. 

This doctrine of Scripture is, that they 
who are saved, and to whom God, for 
Christ's sake, grants pardon and life, shall, 
in exercise of His sovereign grace, be re- 
warded in eternity for what they will have 
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done for Him on earth, and that their glory, 
in kind and in proportion, will be accord- 
ing to the service they will have rendered 
here below. 

Among the passages which teach and 
impress this, are the following : 

" He that recei veth a prophet in the name 
of a prophet shall receive a prophet's re- 
ward ; and he that receiveth a righteous man 
in the name of a righteous man shall receive 
a righteous man's reward. And whosoever 
shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones a cup of cold water only, in the nam:e 
of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he 
shall in no wise lose his reward." (Matt. 
10 : 41, 42.) 

" Whosoever, therefore, shall confess me 
before men, him will I confess also before 
my Father which is in heaven. But who- 
soever shall deny me before men, him will 
I also deny before my Father which is in 
heaven." (Matt. 10 : 32, 33.) 
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" He that overcometh, the same shall be 
clothed in white raiment ; and I will not 
blot out his name out of the book of life, 
but I will confess his name before my Fath- 
er, and before his angels." (Rev. 3 : 5.) 

" Hold that fast which thou hast, that no 
man take thy crown." (Rev. 3 : 11.) 

" Him that overcometh will I make a pil- 
lar in the temple of my God ; and he shall 
go no more out : and I will write upon him 
the name of my God, . . . and my new 
name." (Rev. 3 : 12.) 

There is a passage which asserts this prin- 
ciple before us as regards ministers of the 
Gospel, in 1 Cor. 3 : 8-14, " Every man 
shall recei/ve his own reward acGording to 
his own labor. ... For other founda- 
tion can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon 
this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, stubble ; every man's work shall 
be made manifest: for the day shall do- 
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clare it, because it shall be revealed by 
tire; and the fire shall try every man's work, 
of what sort it is. If any man's work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, he shall re- 
ceive a reward.^^ St. Paul says, regarding- 
himself, " I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand. I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day : and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing." (2 Tim. 4 : 6-8.) 

In the Old Testament we read, " They 
that be wise (or teachers) shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars 
forever and ever." (Dan. 12 : 3.) 

Now, the import of all these and the 
many other kindred texts that we might 
add, is to the effect that the eternal glory of 
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the redeemed shall have reference to their 
conduct on earth. We are taught clearly 
that there are especial rewards for especial 
devotion, and that, while all that believe in 
Jesus are saved, yet each will have a kind 
and a degree of reward that bears relation 
to the character of his service of the Mas- 
ter. This can hardly be doubted. Scrip- 
ture and reason both teach it. 

But how cam, this method of procedure 
have any import without remembrance f It 
implies and demands that, as a matter of 
course. We saw that it is demanded at the 
time of judgment by the decision which 
then occurs. But there is more implied by 
these present texts, which is that this re- 
merrJbrance of earthy and of its events^ con- 
tmi^es forever. 

Suppose that one of us have some pecu- 
liar kind of reward or of glory, surely we 
must, whenever we feel it, or are reminded 
of it, be able to know why it was allotted* 
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US, what connection it has with our days of 
probation. Otherwise, it would not be the 
source of satisfaction that it is intended to 
be. It ceases to have any significance, un- 
less we can at all times recall the life which 
secured it. 

Or, suppose the case of one who has some 
signal honor or glory awarded him for his 
devotion to the Lord, what meaning will it 
have to him, unless whenever he is remind- 
ed of it, he can, by memory, connect it with 
the incident which won it for him ? 

He that hath the reward for receiving a 
prophet, must be always able to recall that 
service, or the reward loses its significance. 
He who is made " a pillar in the temple of 
God " must be able, whenever that dignity 
is brought before him, to recall when he 
" overcame," or else there is to be no im- 
port in the distinction. The minister who 
has a prize for a certain kind of " labor," 
•say in the missionary field, must be able at 
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all times to recall that labor, or else he will 
vainly wonder why he has the prize. And 
Paul must forever be able to know why he 
wears the crown which his zeal won, or else 
every one, asking why he is so signally ele- 
vated above others, but receiving no reply, 
will properly declare the distinction to be 
arbitrary and groundless. 

But, does not this lead us a step further 
and show that^Z? the denizens of glory shall 
have the same remembrance ? For, as was 
just hinted, there can be no advantage in 
the bestowal by the Lord of any distinction, 
unless all they who behold it can know the 
reason of its being conferred, as well as 
those who possess it. How can Paul's 
crown have the value that is intended by it, 
if they who are aware of its significance 
are few ? No, his pre-eminence must be 
understood by every one of the redeemed. 
It must be the same with all other signal re- 
wards, and also with varying ones. Now, if 
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the import of these rewards depends upon 
universal appreciation of their relevancy, 
then there shall necessarily be possessed 
by all in glory the power of remembrance. 
We can not, then, accept the doctrine of re- 
wards of grace, without anticipation of the 
capacity, on the part of all, for recollecting 
what they knew on earth. 
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VI. 

OONCLU8ION8 FBOM THE ABOVE OONSIDEBA- 
TIONS. 

In the last two sections, we sought to show 
that, in the life to come, the past will not be 
a blank to the glorified saints. We think it 
proven that the Word of God, in its revela- 
tion concerning the basis of discrimination 
in the process of judgment, teaches perfect 
remembrance at that time, and that, by its 
doctrine concerning the varying and espe- 
cial rewards of believers, it teaches that 
this remembrance continues in the state 
of bliss to which that great transaction will 
admit the believer. 

We Ka/ce therefore found that the redeem- 
ed will associate in the world to cmne^ pos- 
sessing fvU remembrance of this life. 

Can there be, now, any doubt of the mu- 
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tual recognition of those who will have lov- 
ed each other in this world ? Can any 
change in personal appearance, any differ* 
ence in form, however great it may be, pre- 
vent such persons from finding each other 
out from among the " blood- washed throng"? 
No ! we can not believe it. Let me, each 
heart will say, let me have the opportunity 
to be in the same company with those I have 
lost, and let me have the power of memory, 
and then I shall discover my darlings, how- 
ever vast the expanse of the land of glory, 
however great the number of its denizens ! 
They may be as unlike my remembrance of 
their forms, as the flower is unlike the bud, 
or the ripe grain is unlike the seed ; the 
aged may be transformed into beings of per- 
fect and youthful beauty ; the babe may be 
developed into a f uUy matured loveliness ; 
yet I shall find them before long ! 

Yes, as a matter of course, we would in- 
fer that recognition is intended to be re- 
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vealed as a feature of the life to come, in 
the revelation of the facts of fellowship 
and memory. It would be the strangest of 
things if it did not occur, and the proba- 
bility becomes so strong that to deny it is 
to be credulous. 

Yet, we can now add two points which 
may aid us in conjecturing the mean's where- 
hy the glorified shall identify one another. 

One is that we may expect, not only 
from analogy, but from the language of 
Scripture, such an increase of knowledge 
and development of our powers, that we 
shall overcome many an obstacle to recogni- 
tion, which might be a hindrance to us as 
we are now, though associating with per- 
fect memories. It is said that "now we 
see through a glass, darkly; but then face 
to face. Now I know in part, but then 
shall I know even as also I am known." 
(1 Cor. 18 : 12.) Whatever this may mean 
besides, it implies, at least, an increase in 
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the faculties of perception, a greater intel- 
ligence. How much this will aid us in the 
effort after recognition, it is not difficult to 
infer. 

The other fact that will aid us is the one 
of which we have spoken, the distinction 
among the redeemed with regard to the 
hind and degree of their exaltation. We 
saw that each man's labor shall bring its 
own # reward, and that Paul anticipated 
some particular crown ; and from these, as 
well as from the promises regarding those 
who " confess" Christ, and those who 
"overcome," we learned the promise of 
especial distinctions for especial services. 

Now, what is the object of these varying 
rewards ? They must have, whatever 
other aims be included, at least this one, to 
secure to their possessors the honor and 
love of their companions. As far as they 
are sources of happiness to the individual, 
they have only a personal bearing, but, as 
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far as these rewards are accompanied by 
any distinction or eminence, or external va- 
riety, they must be intended to have this ef- 
fect upon others. But, as we have seen, there 
can he no stuck efect unless there he recog- 
nition. If Christ therefore gives to a great 
servant a " crown," it can only be to make 
that servant known and distinguished to 
those about him — ^to let them know who he 
is, and what he has done, demanding, of 
course, also their capacity for remembering 
the services for which he is rewarded. 

What numbers will be recognized in this 
way, however great the changes in their 
forms I Let us suppose that those changes 
are so complete that there is no likeness 
between saints then, and their present ap- 
pearance. Yet, when we shall see some 
one who has a reward that tells of a great 
and protracted ministry, through perils 
and hardships, at the birth of the Church, 
we shall know from our remembrance that 
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there was only one such man, and we shall 
hail the presence of Paul. If we see 
another whose "crown" tells of a career 
marked by fearlessness and love, np to a 
great age, and by careful nurture of the 
Church in its infancy, we shall know that he 
must be John. Another may be pointed 
out, as eminent for serving his Lord in the 
midst of darkness, and for mighty argu- 
ments for the truth, and in such details, we 
shall see the story of a WicklifEe. Or, if 
we notice one who has a recompense for 
going to labor and lay down his life for 
Jesus in heathen India, we need nothing 
more to make known to us the name of 
Heber. And how far does not this ex- 
tend, in its application ? How many, whom 
we know and love, will have an. especial 
crown for their peculiar zeal, and thus pro- 
vide the link for their recognition, in the 
reward for the great loveliness, or the 
mighty influence, or the rare unselfishness 
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that chiiacterized them ! In the nature of 
that reward shall we see their story — and 
their story wiH make them known. 

For both the varying Tcind of rewards- 
which Scripture teaches, and their varying 
degree^ will be a means of identification. 
Of whatever those rewards may be consti- 
tuted, whether it has regard to appearance, 
or to service, or to station, or to privileges, 
they will nevertheless be indicative of the 
careers of those who receive them, and have 
some reference to what the possessors were 
in this life. By this means can we discover 
our loved ones, though they wear bodies 
that bear no similitude to those in which 
we cherished them here. 

Especially strong is all this argument 
when we remember that which was just sta- 
ted — the object for which these rewards are 
to be bestowed, that it is to secure, to the 
faithful disciples of Jesus and children of 
God, honor in the eyes of their companions. 
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For if this he so, then those eompanions 
must recognize them, or else they can not 
gvoe the honor, and the whole aim of these 
rewards wiU he lost 

This principle then, covers all the ground. 
It makes it necessary that all be recogniz- 
able. For, all are to have rewards, though 
they may vary in hi/nd, as well as in degree. 
The humblest saint must be known, to give 
any significance to the peculiar recompense 
which he shall win in humility, as well as 
a great one in order to lend any import to 
his brighter crown. 

These considerations would seem to 
amount to a probability so strong as to ap- 
proach the nature of proof. For, we have 
not only the revealed truths of association 
and memory, but also others regarding re- 
wards and their nature, which would afford 
a means of identification if the change in 
our appearance should form an otherwise 
insuperable obstacle. 
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VII. 

THE EXPECTATION OF BAINT PAUL. 

The Steps that we have so far pursued 
have been of a nature to show that this 
doctrine for which we are contending 
underlies many a revealed truth of Scrip- 
ture, and runs all through its revelations 
regarding rewards and judgments, as a 
necessary element for their comprehension. 
This would seem to constitute a demon- 
stration. For, just as we believe in the 
deity of our Lord and Saviour, because we 
can not understand nor make coherent 
sense of many a passage without it, so do 
the facts, that recognition alone lends im- 
port to the station or rewards of the future, 
and is inseparable from the constantly re- 
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curring teaching of remembrance, demand 
that we accept it as the intended implica- 
tion of God in His Word. 

But, we now pass from the argument 
from principles to one of another sort, 
independent, and as conclusive. It is an 
argument from the direct assertions of the 
Scriptures. 

It is composed of those texts which ex- 
press, upon the part of St. Paul, a confi- 
dent cmticipation of recognition of those 
he loved best. 

Among other passages of like import, we 
select the following : 

'• As also ye have acknowledged us in 
part, that we are your rejoicing, even as 
ye also are ours in the day of the Lord 
Jesus." (2 Cor. 1 : 14.) 

" Knowing that He which raised up the 
Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, 
and shall present ns with you." (2 Cor. 
i 4:14.) 
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" Holding forth the word of life, that I 
may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I 
have not run in vain, neither labored in 
vain." (Phil. 2 : 16.) 

" Warning every man, and teaching every 
man in all wisdom, that we may present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus." (Co- 
ioaaianfi 1 : 28.) 

" For, what is our hope, or joy, or crown 
of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, at his 
coming?" (1 Thess. 2 : 19.) 

Now, is it not evident from these words 
that St. Paul conJidenUy eicpected the recog- 
nition of his cowverts ? 

If he is to find in them his " rejoicing," 
and is to count it a joy to present them to 
the Lord, surely this demands that he 
identify them. How can he have this 
satisfaction, how can he present them, if 
he does not recognize them ? 

On the other hand, do these passages not 
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imply, almost express, that they vnll recog^ 
nize him as the one who brought them to the 
light of the Gospel ? How can there occur 
any of that feeling regarding the tie that 
binds them, which the Apostle anticipates, 
if they do not identify him ? 

And they rmbst Jcnow one cmotheVj or else 
there will be, to each one, no point nor re- 
levancy in being presented by Paul before 
Christ, as the fruit of his labor, if, indeed, 
we can imagine it possible that they should 
be so presented without realizing what they 
are to him and to each other. 

Look at these passages, furthermore, in 
the light of what we have seen is asserted 
by Scripture, that the redeemed will pos- 
sess complete memory of their earthly ca- 
reers, at and after " the day of the Lord Je- 
sus," and then will we perceive that, not 
only must there be mutual recognition be- 
tween Paul and his converts, but that it must 
occur because, seeing him and one another, 
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they will recall the scenes which the associa- 
tions suggest, and thus strike the chord of 
common remembrance. 

Say not that these passages are to be 
metaphorically or figuratively taken. They 
are five out of many texts, which soberly as- 
sert the Apostle's expectation of finding his 
joy and reward in presenting to Christ the 
fruit of his ministry. They are spoken or 
written, in a way which shows it was to him 
an undoubted, calm anticipation. They show 
that the prospect buoyed him up in discou- 
ragement, spurred him onward in difficulties, 
nerved him to fidelity, and formed a tie 
which united him to those whom he had led to 
Jesus. If there is any thing in the writings 
of this Apostle which can be relied upon as 
really meant, and as worthy of trust on our 
part, we can rest upon this idea, so often ex- 
pressed, more or less plainly, that he expect- 
ed to know his converts, and find great joy 
therein, as also in the. blessing which their 
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salvation would secure him at the hands of 
his Lord whom he served so well. 

If, then, this is granted, we have, again, all 
we need. If there is nothing to obstruct 
recognition to this extent, if Paul and his 
children in the faith are to Jcnow each other, 
then recognition is a revealed trrx^. Tliare 
is notliing about this instance which may 
not be true of all " pastors and teachers," 
nor of all those, among themselves^ who are 
presented as the result of their ministry. 
And, if we are told that recognition is to 
occur to this degree, then why ask any fur- 
ther ? It shows that there is no obstacle to 
it as a universal fact, that it is something to 
be expected, as a matter of course. For, the 
same capacity, which secures it to this ex- 
tent, must be in the possession of all the glo- 
rified, and must enable them to seek and iden- 
tify their dear ones. That capacity is the 
divinely revealed power of remembering, 
in glory, the events of the life in the flesh. 
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It may be well to append here the words 
of that eminent thinker, Dr. Paley, who, in 
a sermon upon the subject of recognition, 
rests the entire case upon one of the above 
passages, which is his text : Col. 1 : 29. He 
says, " For a specific text, I know none 
which speaks the thing more positively than 
this which I have chosen. St. Paul, you 
see, expected that he should know, and be 
known to, his converts, that their relation 
should subsist and be retained between 
them ; and, with this hope, he labored and 
endeavored, instantly and incessantly, that 
he might be able at last to present them, 
and to present them ' perfect in Christ Je- 
sus.' Now, what St. Paul appeared to look 
for, as to general continuance, or rather re- 
vival of, our knowledge after death, every 
man who strives, like St. Paul, to attain the 
resurrection of the dead, may expect as well 
as he." 
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VIII. 

THE DOCTRINE TAUGHT TO THE THE88ALO- 

NIAN8. 

Having seen so far, by several arguments, 
that the teaching of Scripture is in favor of 
the hope of recognition, we now will con- 
sider passages wherein we believe it direct- 
ly and intentionally inculcated — one of tJiem, 
written for the purpose. 

If asked why we have delayed referring to 
such passages so long, if we have them — why 
we did not simply give them and say no more, 
the reply would be that, as we have said, 
it is always better to rest an argument not 
only upon the language, but also upon the 
implications of Scripture. A text, or texts, 
may be denied or differently interpreted, 
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and it is so with those we are to consider, 
although it is difficult to see how this may 
be. But B,prinGiple of revelation can not be 
explained away without tearing the whole 
fabric. And, again, we preferred not to 
touch upon the passages in question until we 
had seen how others show that the fact they 
teach will be in accordance with the ana- 
logy of Scripture, and how they give us a 
clue as to the method of its feasibility. 

One passage is 1 Thess. 4 : 13-18, very 
familiar, but often misapprehended words. 

" But I would not have you to be igno- 
rant, brethren, concerning them that are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
vsdth him. For this we say unto you by 
the word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord, shall not prevent them which are 
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asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first : 
then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words." 

Herein we see that the Apostle wished to 
give these Thessalonians information and 
instruction that was to them both important 
and a source of comfort. It is equally ma- 
nifest that this was connected with the de- 
parted believers whom they had loved, 
" those which are asleep," separation from 
whom had been a grief. It may be that 
there were some especial deaths in the minds 
of the writer and of those whom he had ad- 
dressed, but this is not of moment to us now. 

Now, concerning what did he mean to in- 
struct them in these words ? 
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Some have thought that the aim was to 
assure the Thessalonians concerning the 
reswrrecUon of the deceased, as well as con- 
cerning their own. 

But we can not imagine that any Chris- 
tians would be ignorant concerning this, af- 
ter such preaching and teaching as Paul al- 
ways delivered, wherein we find this hope 
put in the forefront. Furthermore, in the 
first chapter of the same epistle, he twice 
referred to the resurrection, in such a way 
that their acquaintance with this cardinal 
doctrine of the Gospel was assumed. In 
verse 3, he speaks of their " patience of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ," and, in verse 10, 
he said they had " turned to God from idols, 
to serve the living and true God, and to 
wait for his Son from heaven." Both of 
these passages, in the light of St. Paul's 
teachings, are seen to refer to the resurrec- 
tion at the Lord's appearing. 

But, apart from all such argument, the 
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most cursory glance at the passage be- 
fore us will reveal, in its details and side- 
statements, another intention than mere- 
ly to speak of the resurrection from the 
dead. 

Another view of the passage is, that it 
comforts the Thessalonians against their fear 
lestj at the Zord^s coming, only t/ie li/oing 
should rise to glory and life eternal, leaving 
the departed still in their graves ; or lest 
the former should, as it is expressed, " pre- 
vent them which are asleep." These words, 
indeed, reveal, with their connection, a fact 
which was possibly new to the Thessaloni- 
ans, which is that " the dead in Christ shall 
rise first," and that all who are alive at His 
appearing shall rise afterwards, to "meet the 
Lord in the air." Yet this interpretation 
does not meet those demands of the phrase 
which express the aims in view. St. Paul 
says he wishes them not to " sorrow as 
others which ha/ce no hopeP Now, what 
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was the character and cause of the grief of 
these latter, the heathens, who had " no 
hope " regarding their departed ? Not, that 
they feared the latter would not share in 
the resurrection, which the above construc- 
tion would imply. No, the heathen knew 
nothing about the resurrection, much less 
did they have any sad apprehensions lest 
their dear ones who had died, should, in this 
way, be losers by their earlier decease. 

But the reason why the heathen sorrowed 
with a sorrow against which the Apostle 
would comfort his converts, was that they 
knew not that they should ever see their de- 
parted friends again. Kead the expressions 
of the wisest and most thoughtful, regarding 
these deaths, such as Cicero's concerning 
his cherished daughter, and others stiU, and 
you will see that the bitterness of separation, 
to them, was the sense of final severance, 
and their ignorance of any future meeting 
and renewal of fond relations. When the 




66 DOCTRINE OF RECOGNITION 

Apostle, therefore, would warn against any 
such grief as that whicsh tore the hearts of 
the heathen, it must have been that he re- 
ferred to this; for it was the great and 
the heavy cloud which darkened to the lat- 
ter the hour of death. 

Both of the other explanations, then, ren- 
der any reference to the heathen's sorrow 
meaningless and irrelevant, as well as imply 
an amount of ignorance that can not be be* 
lieved, in those who had been instructed by 
St. Paul for a period exceeding three weeks, 
on one of his recorded visits. 

We can therefore only understand all this 
passage by paraphrasing it to this import : 
" The heathen, who have no hope, sorrow 
over their departed dear ones, thinking they 
will never see nor know them again, believ- 
ing that death puts an end to their compa- 
nionship of love. But ye should not thus 
mourn and despair. Ye know better. If 
you believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
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then know that God will bring to glory 
those who sleep in Him. Yes, by direct in- 
spiration, do I say that the living shall not 
even pass to glory before them ; "but that, 
when the Lord descends, the dead in Christ 
shall first rise, then the living shall be 
caught up, and, in this way, shall all, having 
met Him in the air, be forever together, unit- 
ed with Jesus in holy and perpetual fellow- 
ship." 

In this way does this text, as we think,, 
teach not only reunion and recognition, but,, 
in its details, it adds how and when it i& 
to be brought about. 

Yet there may be those who do not see 
their way clear to the acceptance of that 
interpretation of this passage for which 
the writer has been contending. To them, 
therefore, it may be well to show that, nev- 
ertheless, it has an important bearing upon 
the subject before us. 

At the very least, these verses imply, or 
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assert, that believers will meet together. It 
is a confirmation, in a still stronger light, of 
that union of the Lord's people in glory, 
which has been seen to be promised. This 
places it beyond a doubt that there will be 
no dispersion, no scattering ; but that Chris- 
tians will be brought together very closely. 
Now, when this is so clearly revealed, 
and when we know that they who are to 
form one united company will have com- 
plete remembrance of their past history, 
then do we again see that recognition must 
ensue. 

But there is another passage, among the 
words addressed to these same Thessalo- 
nians, which covers the ground almost, if 
not quite, as fully as the one we have con- 
sidered, and for which the direct assertion 
of our doctrine was claimed. 

It is in the second epistle, the second 
chapter, and the first verse : " Now we be- 
seech you, brethren, by (or, properly, with 
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regard to) the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and our gathering together unto 
him,^'* 

Herein we see it declared, that we^ that is, 
St. Paul and the Christians he was teaching, 
should be gathered together, and meaning 
of course, to include all believers, for all shall 
share in the events of the Lord's appearing. 
Notice that this expression, that they are 
to be gathered together^ asserts with still 
new -force, the idea above referred to, 
namely, the assembling, the fellowship 
vdthout severance, of persons who will not 
have forgotten the events and the ties of 
earth. These are conditions, again, leading 
to recognition. 

But it means more : 

In the first place, " our gathering to- 
gether" expresses the continuance of the 
relationships that had existed here. " Our 
gathering together" means your B,ndniine; 
that is, it asserts that we shall be the same 
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to one another that we are now. It implies 
that, when the time will come, we shall 
have the feeling that we are gathered to- 
gether. But that feeling can not exist un- 
less they who are then assembled are aware 
that they are brought to each other again, 
after a past fellowship which they remember, 
and after a separation that had broken it 
up for a while. There can be otherwise no 
such feature in their assembling. It will be 
merely a meeting, not a gathering, if they 
do not know and recognize one another to 
be persons who, in this meeting, are not 
only unitedy but re-united. Kecognition, 
then, is that which forms the point and signi- 
ficance of this expression which the Apostle 
uses regarding the day when the Lord shall 
bring his now scattered people together. 

But there is still more in these words. 
This " gathering together " is spoken of 
as a thing of joy, something to be hoped 
for, something that formed a motive, some- 
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thing important and precious to the Thes- 
salonians. 

Tet, where is there joy in such an occur- 
rence, but that which is based upon recog- 
nition? There can only be happiness in 
any meeting, because it is the meeting of 
persons who are glad to see one another 
again. ; because, having loved one another, 
they had been severed for a time. This is 
always the joy of meeting — ^the resumption 
of suspended relationships, the renewal of 
fond intercourse. We can not, then, ima- 
gine how there should be any pleasure in 
^' our gathering together," except that which 
comes from the fact that they who are so 
gathered delight to meet once more, and 
they can not experience this delight unless 
they recognize each other, and in such con- 
scious reunion find bliss. 

In this way does it appear that this pas- 
sage, upon the very surface, by its very phra- 
seology, teaches that the meeting at the 
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Lord's coming will be one wherein will be 
all the blessedness of greeting after separa- 
tion, gathering after dispersion, recollec- 
tions of past scenes, converse concerning 
trials forever ended, and mutual congratu- 
lation at escape from sorrow and at vic- 
tory over the world. 
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IX. 

THE TIME AND PLACE OF REOOGNITION. 

Thus has the writer sought to fulfil his 
promise, to show that the prospect of re- 
cognition in the world to come is warrant- 
ed by the Word of God. 

We first saw that the statements regard- 
ing the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apostles 
taught it, at least, as far as they, and those 
who should be with them, are concerned. 

We next saw that the Bible is full of 
the idea of fellowship in glory, and still 
more clearly teaches the possession, then 
and forever, of the power of recollection. 
With these two facts, recognition would 
seem to ensue as a matter of course, wherein 
the doubter would have to prove the con- 
trary. 

We next proceeded a step further, and 
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saw that the teachings of the Bible regard- 
ing rewards and punishments in tJie future 
life, and regarding different kinds of glory 
for different services rendered, demand re- 
cognition to make these possible and true. 
After this, we dwelt upon the expressed 
and often developed hope of St. Paul to 
know, and be known by, his converts. And, 
at last, we came to the passages wherein he, 
l)y direct revelation, asserted the doctrine 
as the joyful hope which Christians have, 
while others have it not 



And all that has been said has furnished 
the reply to the question. When will this 
recognition occur ? 

For, wherever it has been shown to be 
referred to, or possible, it has been seen to 
be always at and after the resurrection of 
the juaty in their immortal bodieSj at the 
Lord^s appearing. The promises of com- 
panionship, if the texts are examined, are 
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all seen to refer to that epoch. Likewise is 
it with the rewards, and honors, and dis- 
tinctions ; they are all connected with the 
life to follow upon the restoration of our 
glorified forms. St. Paul's hope of meet- 
ing and knowing, and of being known by 
his converts, is said to be connected with 
" the day of our Lord Jesus Christ," " the 
day of Christ," " the presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, at his coming." No text that 
has been mentioned bears upon any antece- 
dent period in our history. Hence, the 
writer has never spoken of recognition as 
occurring in heaven. Heaven is the abode 
of God, the spirit-land, whither we go at 
death. But it is after our sojourn in that 
place, or state, which is intermediate be- 
tween our decease and our resurrection, 
after we shall have passed there the period 
of our disembodiment, that then, in our new 
bodies, in the eternal state, in " the life ever- 
lasting," recognition is promised. 
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1% there no recognition hefore that f we 
may ask. The Bible gives no information 
upon this point, at least, none clear enough 
for our purpose. It is, regarding this, as 
silent as it is concerning that intermediate 
state generally. We know hardly any 
thing as to what shall be our experience 
while our bodies and spirits are severed. 
" We know not what we shall be" then ; 
we only know that we shall " be with 
Christ." Over all this period, God has 
drawn a veil. Many things are said and 
taught by men regarding it, and scriptural 
language is used ; but they generally make 
the mistake of applying to that period what 
is revealed concerning the era to follow^ 
when it is ended and when the true, full, glo- 
rified life of re-embodiment is begun. Let us 
not rest upon any such doubtful interpreta- 
tions, for they lead to confusions and are no 
comfort. In fact, it is this error, as to the 
revealed time of recognition, which has led 
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to disbelief in its occurrence. For not only 
has there resulted thence an inextricable con- 
fusion as to the ideas and teachings of the 
Bible, but people have, naturally, found 
it so difficult to understand recognition of 
disembodied spirits, that they have not been 
able to anticipate it. Let us, when we 
lay our treasures away out of our sight, 
find our comfort in looking, as the 
Prayer-Book says, and as the Bible inti- 
mates, "to the general resurrection of the 
last day and the life of the world to come." 
Some may say that this gives but a quali- 
fied comfort, since the resurrection day is 
so far off. How do we know that it is far 
off ? Let all such remember that the Lord 
says He will come " when men look not for 
him," that we should be always watching 
for "His appearing," that we "know 
neither the day nor the hour." He may 
now be very near, and the cohorts of angels 
may be now gathering to accompany Him, 
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at whose coming ^^ the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed." 

Accordingly, each time that we lay some 
cherished form away in the earth, we can 
say to ourselves, in our grief, that it may 
lie there but a very short time. It may be 
that decay will scarcely have touched that 
form, before the power of God shall trans- 
mute it to a condition of imperishable 
beauty. We need never, and should never, 
say farewell to any, with conviction that it 
is for a protracted period ; but, on the con- 
trary, it is our blessed privilege always to 
remember that, in our uncertainty as to the 
date of Christ's appearing, we may be daily 
expecting the resurrection and the recogni- 
tion which that event will bring, as close 
at hand. 

Yet, suppose that this day is distant, and 
that we too shall join the departed hosts 
long ere He come. There will not only be 
the joy of " the beatific vision" " in Para- 



\ 



m THE WORLD TO COMK V9 

dise" "with Christ," to comfort us while 
waiting, but, in a spirit state, there can be 
no note of time. It will then be, most 
probably, that what marks hours and days to 
men, has no existence for us. There may 
elapse thousands of years of the history of 
earth, yet the intervening epoch must seem 
as an instant, to those who are but spirits, 
until the day when, in their reinvestiture 
with perfect bodies, they will greet — ^first 
the crowned Saviour, and then the dear 
ones whom they last met in the remember- 
ed scenes of earth. 

Yet bear in mind, however this may be, 
that what is attained by this delay is worth 
waiting for. 

When we long to regain our dear ones, 
we wish to see them, not in the condition of 
mere spirits, but embodied. What we love 
in them is not only their characters, but we 
love the forms they wore, the forms which 
constituted their personalities to our eyes. 
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It were small comfort to have them again 
as spirits, and such an incomprehensible in- 
tercourse, something so unlike the inter- 
course we remember, is but an unsatis- 
fying prospect. But, to have them again, 
as we knew them, with their bodies, and 
with those bodies glorified beyond our 
fondest dreams of loveliness, purged of 
every taint, freed from every deformity, 
this is something that can compensate for 
delay. Surely, we can all say that rather 
than have a recognition and a companion- 
ship so unsatisfying and peculiar as any 
that can occur in the intermediate con- 
dition, we would wait as long as God may 
see fit, for those which will be so raptur- 
ous, so enchanting, so adequate to all the 
yearnings of our loving hearts. 

It may also be asked, Where will be the 
scene of this everlasting life, when we shall 
enjoy the society of each other ? Some 
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will say that it is to be also in heaven, that 
after the resurrection, we shall, in the eter- 
nal state, find our home there, where God 
and the angels dwell. 

The Bible nowhere asserts this. It has 
very little to say upon the subject that is of 
undebatable clearness. But, as far as it does 
guide us, it points to this world in a restored 
condition, as the abode of the redeemed. 
Look at 2 Peter 3 : 13, " Nevertheless, we, 
according to his promise, look for a new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness." Kead in Kev. 21 : 1, 
wherein we are told, after the final judg- 
ment, " I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away, and there was no 
more sea." Then, in the second verse, read, 
" And I, John, saw the holy city, New Je- 
rusalem, coming down from Ood^ out of 
hea/oen^ prepared as a bride, adorned for her 
husband." In these passages, especially in 
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the latter, where the New Jerusaleni means 
the host of the redeemed, what can we in- 
fer but the teaching that, in a renovated 
earth we shall dwell forever, that that will 
be " the world without end " ? 

This point, however, is not advanced with 
the confidence that we have claimed for the 
doctrine under consideration, because we 
have not argued for it at length. Yet sure- 
ly, it is a beautiful hope, and one that is 
more precious than any fellowship and re- 
cognition in a place, to us, so vague and so 
unrevealed as heaven. And what more rea- 
sonable and just, than that the earth should 
be yet made as perfect as it would have been 
had there been no evil, and that, in that re- 
stored condition, it should be the home of 
those who had overcome and conquered sin 
and temptation during the darker part of 
its history ? 

Happy, then, this prospect which many 
cherish, not only of recognition in the eter- 
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nal life, but of blessed and holy companion- 
ship in a spotless world! What poet's 
dream ever exceeded the hope of forever 
being with those we love on an earth where 
will be no sorrow, with them enjoying its 
imsullied purity, its unbroken peace, its 
immortal life ! 
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X. 

CONCLUSION. 

It is hoped that these pages may achieve 
the aim of their intention and give comfort 
and hope to many believers in Christ Jesus^ 

If the considerations it has adduced are 
conchisive for the prospect of the redeemed 
knowing one another in the glory to follow 
upon the time when " this mortal shall have 
put on immortality," then surely we should 
learn these things : 

First, to submit to the will of Him who 
may take cherished ones from our arms to 
His own ; " to sorrow not, even as others- 
which have no hope," but to regard the se- 
paration as only for a limited period, and 
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the joys of precious intercourse as only bro- 
ken to be renewed when they will be more 
delightful and blessed than they had ever 
been before. Then, death becomes the event 
wherein Christ takes our treasures, and takSs 
us, that he may qualify both of us for a 
higher companionship, which He will give 
us in His love. 

Secondly, shall not this glorious hope 
nerve us to more earnest prayers and more 
faithful endeavors to lead all who are 
dear to us, to salvation in Christ Jesus ? 
When there is the prospect of such a fact 
as being with them and enjoying their 
company forever, where nothing will mar 
the perfection of our converse, shall we not 
strive that none be absent then ? Shall we 
not seek to bring them to their Saviour, so 
that He may bring them to us again ? 

And lastly, shall this not teach us to long 
for " the day of our Lord Jesus Christ " ? 
Ah ! belief in His return is feeble, and, in 
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many hearts, it is dead. The angel said 
that " this same Jesns which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into hea- 
\^n." He said Himself, "I will come 
again and receive you imto myself ;" and St. 
Paul said that we should be " looking for 
that blessed hope and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." Yet, how little do we think of this 
event so clearly predicted ! How little in- 
fluence does it have upon our lives ! 

But, when we know that at that time, in 
the resurrection of the just which shall be 
then brought about, they who will have been 
His people shall meet and know one anoth- 
er, to begin an endless fellowship in joy 
and in glory, shall we not learn to wish ea- 
gerly for the day to dawn, and, longing for 
His return as we never did before, shall 
we not cry, " Even so. Lord Jesus, come 
quickly !" 



■^ 



